
Dear Commissioner, 
I am writing to urge you to block the proposed SBC/AT&T and Verizon/MCI mergers 
(WC Dockets 05-65 and 05-75, respectively). These mergers would stifle 
competition and would decrease options while increasing price. They could even 
worsen the "digital divide" at a time when over 60 percent of Americans don't 
have high-speed Internet service in the home. 
 
When I was a young boy in the 1940's and AT&T ruled telephony, I remember my 
father timing all long distance calls and cutting them very short because of the 
high cost. It was only when Ma Bell got competition that long distance and, 
eventually,local prices came down. Now it seems that mergers are recreating the 
monster.   Big Bell companies are blocking access to their networks and stopping 
competition before it can even begin for local, long-distance, the Internet, 
cell phone services, and new technologies like making calls over the Internet.  
If these mergers go through, only two companies will control 90 percent of the 
consumer market. There are many, many people with stories of the long, long time 
it took SBC, for example, to switch them from their expensive service to the 
much, much less expensive service offered by Vonage. I was told by Time-Warner 
that I could not use Vonage on Time-Warner cable. Vonage customer service 
laughed when I told them Time-Warner would not ! 
 let me sign up. The Vonage rep said she heard that story several times a day 
about the big cable companies. After I had switched over SBC kept sending me 
bills even though they were not furnishing me service, even after numerous phone 
calls and a letter.  These mergers would put the interests of large corporations 
over the interests of individual consumers, and you have a duty to block them.  
In a world of increased competition, consumers could be enjoying unlimited local 
and long-distance telephone calls, as well as high-speed Internet access, for 
just $40 -- $15 for community Internet and $25 for unlimited phone calls over 
the Internet.  But today, this costs about $90 more than double the price! 
Competition might even get us some decent customer service.  The FCC should 
block these mergers and find new ways to bring down the costs of these services, 
particularly high-speed Internet  which has become essential to modern life and 
is the gateway to exciting new technologies! 
 , like making phone calls on the Internet and streaming in video over  
the Internet.  America is falling behind the rest of the world in broadband 
deployment.  We are now 16th, far behind countries like Japan and Korea, which 
have opened up the building blocks of broadband  phone and cable lines  to 
competitors.    This merger would only worsen these problems and therefore must 
be blocked.  They would stifle competition, raise prices, and lead to fewer 
choices, making the problem worse, not better.   It is in the public interest 
and the interest of the country for people to be able to communicate by phone, 
internet, and any other means. Good public policy is to let the marketplace set 
the price. That will not happen if big mergers begin to create monopolies again. 
The country is already being divided up and there is no doubt that the big phone 
and cable companies are behaving in unethical and borderline illegal behavior - 
dirty tricks (if not worse) to try to stop their smaller competition. Please, 
please put an end to this.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
John O. Mccoy 
7811 Parliament Pl 
Austin, TX 78759-3638 
 


